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ST _ AUGUST 12, 2023 | voL. v N0 32 Economic&PoliticalWEEKLY

Regulatory Forbearance and Indian Banking EDITORIALS

s 09 : s . Do Not Undermine the National Statistical System...
10 India’s banking sector is not only out of the woods but also has turned in a S

good performance in the financial year 2023. — T T Ram Mohan Communal Flare-up in Haryana and Beyond...... 8

FROM 25 AND 50 YEARS AGO.....ccocooimmmimmmnnmonssaraennes 9
The Possibility of the Aragalaya Movement

12 Between April and July 2022, there emerged an unprecedented political HY PAREKE FINANCE COLUMN

uprising in the modern history of Sri Lanka—the Aragalaya m/ove/ ;\ ’\ IR: dgi:l:t[;);z;c:lrgbearance Hantiged
(

which brought together a new alliance of forces against th%?emmem o e T S %

— Geethika Dharmasinghe X %

Livelihood Vulnerability and Coping Strategie

17 The livelihood vulnerability experienced by the informal 9{kers inKerala 2
in terms of employment and income shortfalls during the fiNg¢ —Geethika Dharmasinghe ...........c..ccoeueeueerenrnns 12
of the covip-19 crisis are examined in this article. — Moham _I{_gg‘mj-’/ Livelihood Vulnerability, Policy Response and

Lagesh M A & Azad P Coping Strategies during COVID-19:
A Study of Informal Workers in Kerala
—Mohammed Kasim C,

New Equilibrium within the Sri Lankan
Social Formation?

Impact of Conflict on Labour Migrants in Kashmir Lagesh MA, AZQAP........oooocovoeesrerssisrserns 17
23 The Kashmir Valley is an abode to countless number of migrants from Impact of Conflict on Labour Migrants
different states and union territories of India. The impact of the conflict on in Kashmir
these migrants along with the reasons behind this migration pull and their —Aijaz ARmad TUITEY .....ccicniecmsussnscssesnssssasssass 23
survival strategies are examined here. — Aijaz Ahmad Turrey Hiring Reforms and the Composition of Lower
Judiciary: A Study of Punjab’s District Courts
Hiring Reforms and the Composition of Lower Judiciary —Vastiy Rotro, Doy Cupen, RE b A0 i
27 Examining the impacts of changes in the composition of district courts, BobEanvIis
it was found that the hiring reforms have lowered the age-at-entry of Law and the Economy in a Young Democracy:
new judges by over 2.2 years and improved women’s representation. India 1947 and Beyond—Examining the Law and
— Vastav Ratra, Dev Gupta & Rishi Kumar Economics Paradox of India
S RAT SUIGM si.5ivinsev ot Simatsdosmmssisiosspisssdsass 30
Public and Private Capital Formation in Indian Agriculture g‘;lvl;;;?)ff:: ;mgegﬁfg){f:;?g;ﬁe
37 Using the decennial All-India Debt and Investment Survey, the spatial Contemporary Nepali Society and Economy
and temporal trends of private fixed capital expenditure among rural =DaVid N GElINET ........cccovsrwsisitosssasansesssusssomnssion 32
households are studied in this paper. It also examines the impact of Dynamics of Difference: Inequality and
public investment and input subsidy on private agricultural investment. Transformation in Rural India—Dimensions of
— Anjani Kumar, Seema Bathla & Smriti Verma Rure?l‘Transformarion in India
R R N S e o SO 34
Mapping Water Scarcity SPECIAL ARTICLES
46 Water is a state subject in India, and the provision of reliable, safe, and Revisiting the Relationship between Public and

Private Capital Formation in Indian Agriculture:
|  ADisaggregated Analysis
—Anjani Kumar, Seema Bathla,

sustainable supply of water has emerged as a challenge due to geographical
and institutional constraints. Water scarcity in 11 major states is evaluated
through 20 variables that capture the multidimensional aspects of scarcity and
the water poverty index. — Ashish Chopra, Parthasarathy Ramachandran

R 1T R e Sl s 37

Mapping Water Scarcity across Major States
‘ of India

: s s $23 |  —Ashish Chopra,
Relative Efflclency ofthe Sharecropper Revisited Parthasarathy Ramachandran...................cc...... 46
54 Intrying to address the question as to why the empirical evidence on the
efficiency of sharecropping tenancy is mixed, it is found that the tenant
leasing-in land from a big landlord, while being as efficient as their

landlord, would prove less efficient than the tenant leasing-in land from a

Relative Efficiency of the Sharecropper Revisited
—C S Murty ...54

| DISCUSSION
small landlord. — C $ Murty |  ChatGPT and the Legal and Ethical Problems
of Copyright in India
ChatGPT and Copyright inindia —Amisha Mittal ............c.cccvverriennicresserssisannnens 62
62 The use of artificial intelligence platforms like ChatGpT cannot be CURRBNT STATISTICS ... it iy 64
defended by invoking the conventional principles of copyright law in India.
— Amisha Mittal ey o RO N s L R N (7 4
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Savarna Solidarities and Same-sex Marriage

10 The recognition of same-sex marriage under the Hindu Marriage Act would
consolidate caste—class solidarities of upper-caste queers as it would fail to
challenge the endogamous family structure in India. — Annika Amber

The NFHS Data on Women’s Landownership

13 The figures from the woman'’s questionnaire in the National
Family Health Survey were found to be highly inflatedand /.
showing contrary regional patterns and serious inconsistencigs;-
— Bina Agarwal, Christophe Z Guilmoto .

Multidimensional Poverty Indices in India Bt

18  Conceptual and operational issues for constructing multidimensi&vﬁ:\
poverty indices in India are discussed and the possibilities of their S~
application for strategic interventions are examined in this article.
— Amitabh Kundu, P C Mohanan

Biometric EPOS Machines and Food Security

21 The impact of the electronic point of sale machines installed in fair price
shops in India in improving the nutritional status of the beneficiaries is
assessed in this article. — Ben Krishna, Thasni T

International Financial Institutions and Pandemic Treaty

26 Most economies lacked adequate funds during the covip-19 pandemic,
which led to the international financial institutions’ involvement in the
response and recovery operations. — Kiran Bhatt, Aniruddha Inamdar,
Sanjay Pattanshetty, Helmut Brand & Vijay Kumar Chattu

Multidimensional Deprivation in Rural India

37 The spatial pattern of multidimensional deprivation in rural areas is
investigated by developing a multidimensional deprivation index and
examining its relationships with the poverty ratio and per capita income
across the states in India. The analysis reveals that the states located in the
central part of the country suffer a greater degree of deprivation.
— Soumyabrata Mondal, Vinay Kumar & Priyabrata Sahoo

Digital Readiness of States for Direct Benefit Transfer

46 In the case of fertilisers, unlike other forms of subsidy, the government
provides subsidy to the manufacturers and not the farmers, allowing
inefficient production units to thrive in the system. The Standing Committee
on Chemicals and Fertilizers was convened in March 2020 to recognise these
challenges and it recommended direct cash transfers into farmers’ accounts.
— Aakash Mehrotra, Aishwarya Sivaramakrishnan, Monica Dutta &
Ritesh Rautela

Non-beneficiary Tenant Farming under the RBS

54 The Rythu Bandhu scheme gives financial support to farmers towards
meeting the cost of inputs and other initial needs to support farming. Still, it
cannot provide sufficient support to tenant farmers who are fragile and not in
a situation to pay rent and meet the costs of farming. — Y Sreenivasulu

Postscript

63 Shyamasri Maji on Priya Thuvassery’s documentary Coral Woman; Mrinmoy
Pramanick on McCluskieganj as a place of fantasy; Sreshtha Chakraborty on
gastrodiplomacy as a form of soft power; and Last Lines by Ponnappa.

" ‘_(’.‘-\\{—Aqa a Amber.
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—Amitabh Kundu, P C Mohanan........................ 18
Biometric Electronic Point of Sale Machines

and Food Security

—Ben Krishna, TRASNI T.......c.ccovueercuemnusinsunnassnns 21
Role of International Financial Institutions in
Pandemic Treaty
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Peripheral Labour: The History and Political
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Accumulation and Labour Process in Tea
Plantations in South India
—Justin Mathew 31
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and the Transformation of Agriculture—
International Organisations and Agriculture:
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BRICS De-dollarisation

10 The Brics countries’ discourse regarding a common currency is an inevitable
step forward by the organisation towards the establishment of a just and fair
international economic order. — Jawahar Bhagwat

Developing a New Taxonomy for MSMEs

13 The asymmetry embedded within the classification of micro, small, and
medium enterprises that distorts equitable policy attention to the sector is
examined in this article. — Shardul Manurkar, Yugank Goyal

Political Economy of (De)Carbonisation /é =
19  There is a high correlation between wealth and greenhotpc gas emissions.
Fossil fuels remain the most strategic commodity and aré crmcal to na.xmna{* (|

and international politics. — Dipankar Chatterji ‘-\"" :
¥

The Forest (Conservation) Amendment Act, 2023 0. 1ol

24 Marked by incoherence, conflict with the other laws covering the ﬁd"aﬁﬁ
undefined expressions, the act is not only an affront to the rule of law but a
vehicle for exploitation of forests. — Amita Punj

In Defence of the Affiliated College System

28 Turning affiliated colleges into autonomous institutions might disrupt,
degrade, and downsize the existing system, engendering a huge loss
in enrolment, learning outcomes, and educational entitlements.
— Rabbani Attar

Poly Crisis or Organic Crisis?

38 An outline of the key aspects of crisis and change in the world and in the
United States is provided in this paper by looking at the three ways in which
we might think about the nature of the world crisis and the crisis of American
power, namely “poly crisis,” as a kind of liberal order theorising; “organic
crisis” as a Gramscian perspective; and finally, another view, which is more
metaphorical, which may be called a “singularity,” which derives from the
field of mathematics. — Inderjeet Parmar

Do Policies Targeting Poor Districts Work?

46 The impact of the Backward Regions Grant Fund on change in access to
amenities for more than 5,000 subdistricts is investigated in this paper by
using data from the Census of India, 2001 and 2011. Using the covariate
balancing propensity score-weighted matching method, this paper shows that
the BRGF programme failed to improve the access to public goods in
backward areas. — Annmary Jose

Skewed Food Policies and Distorted Inter-crop Parity

54 Farmer profitability, cost of food production, and associated issues-of
nutri-cereals are analysed in this paper by leveraging a large database
spanning a 35-year period. The skewed food policies being followed in India
are also highlighted. An unacceptably high distortion was found in inter-crop
parity, which led to loss of profitability, increased costs, and lower prices for
the nutri-cereals. — Chandra S Nuthalapati, Susanto K Beero,
Anjani Kumar, Vinay Sonkar & Mulla Areef
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